
Wire Beating Tutorial. 
 

  

 

In this tutorial we will be making: 

 
An adjustable beaten wire ring 

A pair of wave earrings 

A pair of lightening earrings 

A pair of beaten feather earrings 
 

 

Please read through all instructions before you start making 

the projects 

 
There is also a video to go with this PDF on youtube.com. Search for 

 

Somerset wired on YouTube 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

For each ring you will need: 

 
1cm wide strip of paper 

Pen 

Triblet 

Wire cutters 

Flat nose pliers 

Round nose pliers 

Mini anvil 

Beating hammer 

Needle file 

X2 protective mats (One cork mat and one fleece beading mat) 

1mm & 1.5mm thick wire 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Included in this kit are enough materials to make a ring and X3 pairs of earrings with sterling 

silver ear wires. The shorter thicker piece is for making your ring. The silver plated and 

copper are for you to use as you wish to make the earrings. 

 

 

 
 

 

The wires have been cut into lengths, with enough 1.5mm wire to make any size of ring with 

spare so you can cut it when instructed. 

 

(If you would like a top up kit without the tools please go to Etsy and search somerset wired) 

 

Average making time 
40 minutes 

 

DifficultyLevel  
Beginner 

 
 

 

 



Wire Beating Tips 
Using the protective mats 

 

To set up for beating you need to first put down the cork protective mat and lay the fleece beading mat over 

the top. This will protect the table you are using. (I don’t recommend that you use a delicate table for this 

but the mat will provide ample protection for furniture)  

 

You can now put your mini anvil onto the mats. (It is normal for your anvil to move around a little while you 

use it, just reposition and continue) 

 

 

 

To Avoid Hitting Your Fingers 
 

Use the flat nose pliers to hold the item you are beating in position. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Travelling Over The Piece With The Hammer 
 

 

 

Travel slowly with the hammer, beating from the tip of the piece to the top where you are holding 

it with the pliers. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holding The Hammer Correctly 

 

 
 

If you hold the hammer so it lean over to the side it will bite into the metal and make 

it liable to snapping 

 



Mystery Marks? 
If you end up with these marks just correct your hammer position and travel from bottom to top 

again 

 
 

Beat Sparingly 
Be sparing when beating out the metal. If we beat it too flat it will become too thin and will snap 

 

 



 

Correct The Curve. 
Once you are happy with your beating you may need to straighten out your work. (The beating can 

curl to the side if the hammer is tipped to far forwards or back) (It is also worth considering if this 

adds something to the piece. Sometimes a little curve, especially if it is in a repeated pattern can be 

attractive) 

 

  
 

File And Shape The Sharp Bits 
The end of the beaten wire can be quite sharp and/or not attractive. You have a metal needle file 

for this to round off the edges. 

 

 



Project One 
Beaten Over Lapping Adjustable Ring 

 

 
 

Measuring and resizing. 
 

1. To start making any ring you first need to measure the finger you want it on. The easiest way to do 

this is to use a strip of paper. Wrap this around the finger and fold over where it meets. 

 

 

 

 

 



2. You can now make a mark on your ring triblet to show where you want your size to be.  

(The top of the triblet is the narrow end and the bottom is the wider end.)  

Mark at the top edge of your paper where it meets the triblet. You can stretch the ring once it is 

finished. Using a triblet. 

 

 

 

3. Using your measured piece of paper, measure the thickest piece of wire. It needs to be the length of your 

piece of measured paper plus 2.5cm. This allows for the two over lapping parts. 

 

 



Now for the fun part! 

4. We now need to beat the ends before shaping the ring. We beat the ring before we shape it to make it 

easier. 

We are starting at the end and beating about 1cm up to make a subtle wedge shape. 

         

5. Now we use the needle file to smooth the ends into a nice round shape.

 



6. Now take your ring triblet and wrap the ring around it where you marked your ring size earlier. 

 

7. Use the hammer to flatten over the ends of the wire so that they curve nicely 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

And there you have it! Your finished ring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Two 

Beaten Lightening Earrings 
1. Choose either the silver plated or copper wire and cut two lengths of aprox 8cm each, using you side 

cutters. 

 

2. To make the eye pin part of the earrings which will attach to the ear wire, we first grip the very tip of the 

wire with the tip of the round nose pliers. 

 

 

 



 

3. Now twist the pliers while you hold the wire to make a small loop 

   

 

This forms your eye pin. 

                                                        



 

4. Now we will start making the bends to form our pattern. Use the very tips of the round nose pliers the 

make sharp bends in the wire.  

                                                          Top Tips 

It can help to draw where you would like your bends to be on a piece of paper so that you have a pattern to 

follow 

It’s a good idea to make both of your earrings at the same time a bend each at a time so that they are uniform 

shapes. 

                            

 



        

5. When you get to that last bend, make sure it points straight down. 

Now for the fun part! 

6. Set up your mats and anvil. Hold the earring in your flat nose pliers and beat them 

one at a time from the bottom to the top, being careful not to hit the eye pin. 

         



7. Now to attach the sterling silver ear wire. To open the loop on the hook we use the flat nose pliers and 

twist sideways to open. 

                                                            

8. Now simply hook you earring on and close the loop again by twisting it closed 

       



Project 3 

Beaten Wave Earrings 
1. Choose either the silver plated or copper wire and cut two lengths of aprox 8cm each, using you side 

cutters. 

 

2. To make the eye pin part of the earrings which will attach to the ear wire, we first grip the very tip of the 

wire with the tip of the round nose pliers. 

 

 

 



 

3. Now twist the pliers while you hold the wire to make a small loop 

   

 

This forms your eye pin. 

                                                        



 

4. Now we will start making the bends to form our pattern. 

 

 

 

                                                          Top Tips 

It’s a good idea to make both of your earrings at the same time a bend each at a time so that they are uniform 

shapes. 

 

5. Using your round nose pliers bend the wire over to one side at a right angle. 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

6. From now on we will be using the base of the round nose pliers as this will give a larger curve than if we 

used the tips. 



7. Grip the wire where you have just bent it at a right angle……. 

                                                            

………and bring it all the way to the other side making the start of a flat wave. 

                                                             

 



8. Transfer the round nose pliers to the next curve down; remember to keep using the base of the pliers. 

          

9. Keep going down the wire bending in the same manner……….. 

           

                                                          

 



10. …….untill you are nearly at the bottom. The last curve that you make will be pointing down. 

                                                 

Your final waves should look like this. 

                                                      



Now for the fun part! 

11.   Now it’s time to bash it! So let’s set up our mats and mini anvil. 

Don’t forget to use your flat nose pliers to hold the top. Don’t flatten to top loop. Start at the end and 

slowly travel up the piece. 

              

             

 



And this is what it should look like when you have finished beating it. 

 

12. We are now going to use our metal file to round off the ends. 

 

 



13. Now to attach the sterling silver ear wire. To open the loop on the hook we use the flat nose pliers and 

twist sideways to open. 

 

14. Now simply hook you earring on and close the loop again by twisting 

         

 

 



 

 

 

And there you have it! Your finishes beaten wave earrings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project 4 

Beaten Feather Earrings 

 

Top Tip 

The beaten dangle in these earrings are known as feathers. This is a very adaptable decoration and can be used 

below a nice bead, they can be long or short and can even be used to make full necklaces, which is very effective, IF 

you have the patience.  

 

 

1. The first thing that we need to do for this project is to cut two sets of thee wires. This equates to a long 

medium and short piece for each earring. 

 

So the first length that you are going to cut is the longest which is 6cm, then 5cm then 4cm. 

 

Now you will have a set of wires X2 @ 6cm, X2 @ 5cm and X2 @ 4cm. 

 

 

    

 

 



Now we need to make eyelets on the end of all six wire pieces. 

 

2. To make the eye pin part of the earrings which will attach to the ear wire, we first grip the very tip of the 

wire with the tip of the round nose pliers. 

                                                              

 

3. Now twist the pliers while you hold the wire to make a small loop 

                                              

 

 



 

 

This forms your eye pin.  

                                                        

                                                

 

4. Continue to do this with each wire piece until all six are done 

                                                          

 



Now for the fun part! 

5. Now it’s time to bash them! So let’s set up our mats and mini anvil. 

Don’t forget to use your flat nose pliers to hold the top.  

                                                         

Don’t flatten to top loop. Start at the end and slowly travel up the piece. 

                                                          



6. We are looking for a nice even flattening action with the hammer. When they are done they should look like 

this. 

 

                     

             

 

 



7. We are now going to use our metal file to round off the ends. 

 

 

 



8. Now it’s time to make the jump rings. (A jump ring is an essential component of jewellery making that allows 

you to join parts together, and gives your piece movement and swing) 

So we are going to be using the base of our round nose pliers as it will give use a wider jump ring. 

Grip the tip of the wire with the round nose pliers. 

                                                         

9. Now twist the pliers away from you so that it starts to wrap around the prong of the tool. 

                                                          



10. You will need to shift your grip on the wire to allow it to curl around the same prong a couple of times 

                                                            

 

11. Once you have finished you can slip it off your round nose pliers and it will look like this. 

                

 

 



12. Now we can use the cutters to cut the wire. Cut where the rings begin so you don’t end up with a half loop. 

This will give you two jump rings. 

 

             

13. Now we will open the jump ring so that we can put it all together. To open the jump ring we use both the 

round and flat nosed pliers. 

Grip one side of the jump ring with the flat nosed pliers with the opening of the jump ring at the top. Then 

grip the other side with the round nose pliers. 

We open the jump ring by twisting the pliers away from each other. 

              



14. Now we will thread all three feathers (short medium and long) and the ear wire onto the jump ring and then 

close it again as described above but in reverse. 

         

15. Repeat for the other earring and you’re all done! 

 

                                                               

 



 

Tips 

Try not to kink or sharply bend the wire as this will weaken it and cause it to snap. 

SAFETY: When cutting wire, make sure that you aim down towards the table or hold the cut end with your 

fingers to stop it pinging off. We don’t want to get it in our eye or tread on it. So be sure to put the off cuts 

somewhere safe. 

Adult making kit: This kit is designed to be used by adults due to the sharp wire and tools and risk of 

choking hazard. It may be use for making with younger person but only with adult supervision. We do not 

take any responsibility for accident or injury while using this kit. 

 

 

 

A note on presentation: 

Organza bags are also a nice but inexpensive touch. You can also find a lovely origami gift box here: 

Easy Origami Masu Box & Lid Tutorial - DIY - Paper Kawaii - YouTube 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miKVWRH6Jzc


 

 

 

 

 

This kit has been put together by Holly Berkley Jewellery.  

Featured 3x as designer maker in Vogue magazine. 

Holly Berkley is a wire work artist based in Shepton Mallet, Somerset who has been making jewellery for 30 

years. Holly began making wedding crowns after she developed a way of weaving flowers and leaves from 

straight wire. Holly has become one of the most highly regarded wire workers in the country and is very proud 

to be asked to feature in Vogue magazine. 

5 years ago Holly begun teaching her craft, and as well as taking private lessons, birthday 
parties, hen dos and corporate events. Holly finds great joy in helping others to express their 

creativity. 

Web site: hollyberkleyjewellery.co.uk   

Facebook: hollyberkleyjewellery  

 Instagram: hollyberkleyjewellery  

 Email: hollyberkleyjewellery@outlook.com  

 Phone 07789 971 396 

Author and designer Holly Berkley. 

Copyright: This craft kit and all instructions are the copy write of Holly Berkley. Any redistribution or reproduction of 

part all of its contents in any form is prohibited. This kit is for personal use only and is not to be reproduced for any 

educational or commercial purposes. 2021 Holly Berkley. All rights reserved. 

Copywrite Holly Berkley Jewellery 2019  
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